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has been made a present of a brand-new motor-car,
and forbidden to use any petrol."

Mr, Chamberlain returned to Birmingham and in
the autumn resumed his municipal work, now more
than ever dominated by the exigencies of war,
During the last twelve months of the War he shared
as an ordinary citizen, but as no more, the fluctuating
anxieties of those dark and dangerous hours. He
was no longer Lord Mayor of Birmingham, and at
the end of his brief hour of national importance had
sunk again into the obscurity of being simply Austen
Chamberlain's younger brother, It was a twelve
months in which the figure of Mr. Lloyd George
loomed ever larger in the consciousness of this people
and of the whole world, and became a symbol of the
sustained energy and the triumphant indestructibili ty
of the British people in time of conflict. At such a
time any comparisons between the two men might
well have seemed otiose and absurd, But the race
is not always to the swift, especially if it be a long
one, The longer the race, the less decisive is a flying
start, and a false start the less irretrievable,